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Destination Texas

Destination Texas has been produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance with Texas Tourism and the Houston, San Antonio and Austin Convention and Visitors Bureaus.

It provides a detailed media resource for professionals looking to visit Texas to write, broadcast or create images.

The contacts listed here will be delighted to work with Alliance members and other professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers about the wide range of story and feature opportunities in Texas.

The contents 

· Texas

· Working with the Alliance

· A personal perspectives

· Reasons to write about Texas

· More information

· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays  

Texas
Texas, which is located in the south central United States and known as the Lone Star State, is the second largest U.S. state in size and population.

Austin is the state capital. 

While geographically and culturally Texas is linked to the American South its historical links to Spain and Mexico sees it recognised as a South-western state.

The Rio Grande, Red River and Sabine River provide natural state borders with Oklahoma, to the north, Louisiana and Arkansas to the east and New Mexico to the west. Mexico lies to the south. 

Spain and then Mexico ruled Texas until, in 1845, it became the independent Republic of Texas. 

The Republic then became the 28th U.S. state before succeeding to the Confederacy in 1861. It returned to the Union in 1866.

This is still remembered with much flying of the 'six flags' of Texas, these being the Crown of Castile (Spain); the Fleur-de-lis of France; Mexico; the Confederate States of America; the Republic of Texas and the 'stars and stripes' (USA).

The striking of oil in the early 1900s provided the basis for an economic boom in the state. 

Tourism is becoming an increasingly important economic factor. 

Texas has three climate zones : the humid subtropical climate of the eastern half of Texas, the temperate semi-arid climate of the north-western part and the subtropical steppe climate of the southern parts of West Texas.

Thunderstorms are common in the state, especially the eastern and northern portion and Texas is also part of the Tornado Alley. Hurricanes are not uncommon during the season.

Working with the Alliance 

The following key contacts and those shown in particular items will be pleased to work with Alliance members.

Key contacts:
The key media contact(s) for Texas are :

· Texas Tourism

Visit : www.traveltex.com 

Contact : Denise Bridgeman at denise@firstpr.co.uk or on +44 20 7978 5233 

· Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau

Visit : www.visithoustontexas.com/media/ghcvb_press_kit/index

Contact: Celia S. Morales at CMorales@GHCVB.ORG or on 713-437-5237

Contact : Jorge Franz at JFranz@GHCVB.ORG 

· San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau

Visit : www.visitsanantonio.com/media/request-communications-assistance/index.aspx 

Contact: Dee Dee Poteete at deedeepoteete@visitsanantonio.com or at 800-447-3372

· Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Visit : www.austintexas.org/media/key_contacts/
Contact: Beth Krauss at bkrauss@austintexas.org or on  512-583-7210,

Contact : Danielle Owen at dowen@austintexas.org
· Galveston Island Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Visit : www.galveston.com/mediarequest

Contact: RoShelle Gaskins at rgaskins@galvestoncvb.com or on 866-505-4456, 

A personal perspective on Houston
Houston has it all - and those highways from hell

By Ashley Gibbins

Flying in from Arkansas I was definitely used to a slower pace of life.

The shock could not have been starker.

Leaving George Bush International airport, and still not fully at one with my car rental, I enter the slip road into a six lane  'Wacky race'.

So many drivers determined to get somewhere fast and pretty damn scary for a Brit who regularly uses London's M25 orbital highway.

As I remark on the forest of advertising hoardings and power cables that straddle the interstate into uptown Houston, Ann, my partner shrieks for me to keep my eyes on the road ahead.

The panic in her high pitch does little to put me at my ease and I start yelling at her to keep focused on the directions and tell me when to exit the freeway. 

Miss that and I guess we would probably be there now.

Get used to the traffic (and I did relatively quickly) and a tremendous city crammed with so much to see and do is within ones reach.

And being Texas the chance to enjoy this in almost year round glorious weather – if you like hot and sunny.

It's just all a little spread out which, yep, means regular visits to those highways from hell.

I normally avoid listing the must do's in a destination but, in Houston, there is little option.

There is just so much of the stuff. So here goes.

Downtown

Downtown Houston, once a less than salubrious location, is being transformed into the vibrant entertainment district with a steady and growing list of restaurants and bars and, equally important, a number of resort and boutique hotels.

Main Street, with its strip of street cafes and live music, is the hub of Houston's entertainment district with the Downtown Aquarium and Bayou Place also popular with residents and visitors alike.

The city's 17-block downtown theatre district offers mainstream 'Broadway' productions and a thriving fringe. It is also home to the city's ballet and grand opera companies and symphony orchestra.

Uptown

Uptown Houston is the upscale area of the city with sophisticated hotels and restaurants clustered around the Galleria.

This is the city's premier shopping mall containing 375 stores and restaurants and a full-size ice rink. 

A short drive away is Uptown Park, a European-style shopping centre and Highland Village, an outdoor retail centre.

The Museum district
For culture vultures the city's Museum District, within the 500-acre Hermann Park, is a cluster of 18 museums including the quartet of Fine Arts, Natural Science, Children and Contemporary Arts. 

The Park, which is striving to be seen as the nations finest park, is also home to the family friendly Houston Zoo.

A more ‘off the wall’ attraction in this respect is the National Museum of Funeral History, which reassuringly reminds us every day above ground is a good one.

Among the collection of horse-drawn and vintage automobile hearses is a gallery devoted to the funerals of Elvis Presley, John F. Kennedy and Rudolph Valentino. 

Sporting fanatics
Houston is a sports mad city and visitors have the chance to root for the Houston Aeros (ice hockey); Astros (baseball); Comets (women’s basketball); Dynamo (soccer); Energy (women’s soccer), Rockets (basketball) and Texans (American football). 

While all of this may provide what seems an overwhelming range of attractions within Houston City limits, there is still value in planning at least a couple of excursions.

The first is the coastal resort Galveston, some 40 minutes drive away and which was badly effected by Hurricane Ike, in 2008. 

Focal point for any visit will be the downtown neighbourhood of historic buildings, known as The Strand, and Galveston's miles of beachfront.  

When able again to welcome visitors, The Strand has an annual events programme that includes a Mardi Gras festival, Island Jazz & Blues Festival and Texas Beach Fest.

And finally you really should try to fit in a trip to the George Ranch, a working ranch cum 400-acre outdoor 'living history' museum

Visitors get the chance to see and feel what it was like for four generations of a Texas family through a restored 1820s pioneer farm, an 1880s Victorian mansion, an 1890s cowboy encampment, and a 1930s ranch house. 

As a destination Houston provides a good starting point to a Texas vacation. Once there, and acquainted with the transport network, it offers a tremendous range of leisure time pursuits. 

However, because of the size of the place, a city break in Houston requires careful pre-planning and, for long-haul travellers in particular, it being balanced with more relaxing second and third destinations. 

I headed off to San Antonio and Austin. Others prefer the Gulf Coast and Corpus Christi. Whichever way you go, Houston is sure to live long in the memory.

www.visithoustontexas.com 
A personal perspective on San Antonio
Walk this way

By Ashley Gibbins

River walking makes San Antonio a delight 

There are few places where the initial reason for a visit is so obvious and so rewarding.

The River Walk, along the banks of the San Antonio River, through downtown San Antonio, Texas is just such a place – and a year round lure for residents and visitors alike.

Deliberately (and very successfully designed) to create a unique relaxed and attractive dining and entertainment environment akin to Venice, it has been a huge boost to the city’s economy. 

San Antonio is the second-largest city in Texas and the seventh largest in the USA but you would never guess from the River Walk. 

The atmosphere is anything but big city hustle when meandering along the three-mile stretch of tree lined, lavishly landscaped, lower ground level river paths past hotels, sidewalk cafes, bars and restaurants and theatres.

Many of the bald cypress trees have branches reaching up 10 stories and can be seen from street level.

And while visitors start arriving from mid-morning and throng to the early hours, the winding nature of the walk way enables it to retain a bustling yet relaxed ambience.

A planned extension will soon connect the original River Walk to four of San Antonio’s Spanish colonial missions to the south (the Mission Reach) and to museums, the historic Pearl Brewery and cultural attractions to the north (the Museum Reach).  

In addition to being one of the finest examples of successful inner city regeneration around, the River Walk also provides pedestrian connections to the city’s major tourist draws.

In this respect a trip to the Alamo and through the King William historic district is highly recommended.

The Alamo

The Alamo, my goodness the name was etched in my childhood memories as I acted out the heroics of John Wayne’s Davie Crocket having seen the film of the same name.

Having now been to the site itself I realise, as one historian put it, that "there is not a single scene in The Alamo which corresponds to an historically verifiable incident.

That does not matter as the truth is equally as fascinating.

The Battle of the Alamo was fought in February and March 1836 when Mexican President Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna's attempted to retake the province of Texas after an insurgent army of Texian settlers and adventurers from the United States had driven out all Mexican troops the previous year. 

In all, 189 defenders died at fighting the Mexicans but, while this battle was lost, Texas was soon to secure its independence.

With just three remaining buildings - the Shrine, Long Barrack Museum and Gift Museum - the tour guides present a vivid picture of the events that took place. 

King William historic district

The 25-block King William historic district, which is also accessible along the River Walk, was once farmland for the Alamo mission before becoming a prosperous German immigrant neighbourhood in the late 19th century.

A steep decline, into virtual dereliction, between the 1940's and early 60’s was halted, in 1967, when the neighbourhood became Texas' first Historic Neighbourhood District.

This spurred the restoration of many magnificent mansions built in a variety of architectural styles including Greek Revival, Italianate and Victorian. 

Two homes open to the public are the Guenther House, which was built in 1860 and now includes a restaurant, store and museum, and the 1870s era Steves Homestead, which is now a museum showcasing this historic home.

Located in South Texas, San Antonio is also an excellent gateway into the American Southwest.

www.visitsanantonio.com 

A personal perspective on Austin
Bands and bats in Austin

By Ashley Gibbins

Not content with its status as Texas state capital, Austin is also officially registered as the 'live music capital of the world'.

This seems to be because the city's tourism chief's who have put their respective fingers together and come up with 200 live music venues (give or take a piano bar, country music club or restaurant with jazz band or two).

Visiting Austin it's enough to know that if you like live music you are going to find it here, there and everywhere.

And I am a sucker for live music. Buskers, brass bands or a symphony orchestra performing Bach, it makes no difference. Bring 'em on.

Needless to say I am in my element in Austin.

The Saloons are thumping with punk, rock and raw country bands helping the beer go down; the piano bars provide Gershwin, Sinatra or honky-tonk as an aside to your cocktails and the country music halls will get you line dancing into the early hours.

Walking between either of these you can also stop to enjoy live bands – and the warm Texan evening - in courtyards and outdoor venues.

If this is not enough, passengers at the Austin-Bergstrom International Airport are met on arrival by local bands playing on The Stage on the concourse level and city council meetings begin with a musical rendition of one sort or another.

The largest (what is the name for a collection of live music venues) are to be found downtown in the bars and restaurants along Sixth Street or in the nearby Warehouse District. 

And they are all within easy, toe tapping reach.

Alternatively, the South Congress Avenue (SoCo) area, a couple of miles from downtown, is another musical enclave and home to the ever popular Continental Club and Broken Spoke honky-tonk.

While Austin’s musical pedigree is predominantly a night-time pursuit there is much to do during daytime hours.

The best way to start is by taking 90-minute Austin Overtures sightseeing tour of downtown the hill country just outside the city.  The tours go, three times a day, from the Austin Visitors Centre.

From the best way to get around Austin is on foot or by Dillo, the trolley cars and small buses that ply the main downtown and tourist routes. 

This will get you to the Texas State Capitol building, the Bob Bullock State History Museum and the Blanton Museum of Art, which are all in close proximity and well worth a visit.

And if you are in Austin between March and September you are going to make a stop to marvel at the Congress Avenue bridge bats
While Austin has always attracted Mexican Free Tail Bats, a renovation of the bridge over Town Lake in 1980 created narrow deep openings that have proved ideal breeding places for them.

As a result up to 1.5 million bats spend their spring and summer here making it the largest urban bat colony in North America.

Each evening around sunset the bats emerge like a black cloud from the crevices of the bridge to search the surrounding countryside for food.

Giving birth in June or July, the bats and pups hang around until October when they head back south.
No one will be surprised to find the city’s annual Batfest in August allows spectators to enjoy the bats while bobbing to live bands on two stages.
www.visit.austintexas.org 

Reasons to write about Texas

Houston 

CityPass
Users of CityPass Houston have the opportunity to visit six attractions for nearly half of the regular price at USD$34 for adults and US$24 for children ages 4-11, Houston’s CityPass is the lowest priced nationwide. 

The CityPass Houston includes actual tickets to Space Center Houston, Downtown Aquarium, Houston Museum of Natural Science and Houston Zoo. Visitors can also choose from the two option tickets to the Museum of Fine Arts or The Children’s Museum and to the George Ranch Historical Park or The Health Museum. Houston CityPass can be conveniently purchased online at www.visithoustontexas.com or at www.citypass.com
 

Discovery Green 

Discovery Green is the new urban park in downtown Houston and the place for visitors who enjoy live music and outdoor festivals and events. 

The WiFi connected park features an outdoor theater, water fountains, beautiful landscaping, a jogging trail and a playground. Visitors have a variety of dining experiences to choose from within the park.

Houston Pavilions 

The recently opened Houston Pavilions is downtown Houston’s premier entertainment, retail and urban hub. The $170 million project encompassing almost 700,000 square feet of space, includes retail space and entertainment venues, and is located in the heart of downtown Houston. 

A central courtyard and streetscapes allows for alfresco dining and window shopping. 

Tenants include: House of Blues, upscale bowling lounge Lucky Strike, Pete’s Dueling Piano Bar, Forever 21, BCBG and restaurants Lawry’s – The Prime Rib, Tuscany, Yao’s Restaurant and Bar, Antica Osteria, Red Cat Jazz Café and McCormick & Schmick’s. 

 

Tax Free Texas

International visitors can now request a refund of their sales tax before leaving Houston at two Tax Free offices conveniently located at Bush Intercontinental Airport’s Terminals “E” and “D”. 

Some of the requirements are travel documentation, boarding pass and original sales receipts. For a complete listing of participating stores visit www.taxfreetexas.com.

Houston Museum District    
 
With more than seven million annual visits, the Houston Museum District is one of the top cultural districts in the country. www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org
American Cowboy Museum 
 

This ranch preserves the western heritage of Blacks, Hispanics, Native Americans and women. Tours on foot, horseback or by hayride can be arranged by calling in advance.

Battleship Texas    
 

The last of the battleships to participate in World War I and II, Battleship Texas became the first battleship memorial museum in the U.S. in 1948.

Bayou Bend 
 

Bayou Bend, the former home of Houston philanthropist Ima Hogg , now houses the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston's early American decorative arts and painting collection. Considered one of the premier collections in the country, the rare and beautiful objects dating from approximately 1620 to 1876, are installed throughout the 1920s mansion in 28 period room settings. www.mfah.org/bayoubend
Beer Can House 
 

The Beer Can House is a folk art gallery/workshop consisting of more than 50,000 beer cans.

www.orangeshow.org
Buffalo Soldiers National Museum 
 

The Buffalo Soldiers National Museum is the only museum in the U.S. dedicated primarily to preserving the legacy and honour of the African-American soldier. www.buffalosoldiermuseum.com

Downtown Aquarium 
 

The 500,000-gallon under-water adventure complex includes a Ferris wheel, an aquatic carousel, Shark Voyage, a white tiger exhibit and a restaurant. www.downtownaquarium.com
George Ranch Historical Park 
 

This 480-acre living history site, with more than 100 years of Texas history, offers hands-on experiences and costumed historical interpreters. www.georgeranch.org
The Grand 1894 Opera House
 

Magnificently restored and ranked among the nation's finest historical commercial restorations, The Grand 1894 Opera House today serves as a showcase for outstanding live entertainment. www.thegrand.com
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center    
 

Located on the western edge of Memorial Park (4 miles from downtown Houston), the Houston Arboretum & Nature Center is a 155-acre nature sanctuary with 5 miles of hiking trails. www.houstonarboretum.org
Houston Zoo 
 

Set in a 55-acre lush tropical landscape, the Houston Zoo is home to more than 4,500 exotic animals representing more than 800 species. www.houstonzoo.org
JPMorgan Chase Tower 
 

JPMorgan Chase Tower is the tallest composite building in the world. The 60th floor Sky Lobby offers a spectacular vista of Houston and Joan Miro's 55-foot steel sculpture, Personage With Birds.

The National Museum of Funeral History

The museum features our nation's largest display of historic funeral service memorabilia and artifacts with the tagline, "every day above ground is a good one." www.nmfh.org
Kemah Boardwalk 
 

Overlooking Galveston Bay, the Kemah Boardwalk features themed restaurants, retail shops, and amusements for the whole family.

Space Center Houston     
 

Space Center Houston is the official visitors centre for NASA's Johnson Space Center, featuring permanent exhibits, attractions and theatres. www.spacecenter.org
The Sam Houston Race Park
Sam Houston Race Park hosts live Thoroughbred and American Quarter Horse racing. www.shrp.com
San Antonio

The River Walk

The San Antonio River Walk (also known as the Paseo del Río) is a network of walkways along the banks of the San Antonio River, one story beneath downtown San Antonio. Lined by bars and restaurants, hotels and retail outlets, the River Walk is an important part of the city's urban fabric and a tourist attraction in its own right. www.thesanantonioriverwalk.com 

The Alamo 

More than 2.5 million people a year visit the Alamo, a 4.2 acre complex where a small band of Texans held out for 13 days against the Centralist army of General Antonio López de Santa Anna. 

Although the Alamo fell in the early morning hours of March 6, 1836, the death of the Alamo defenders including James Bowie, David Crockett, and William B. Travis has come to symbolize courage and sacrifice for the cause of liberty. The Alamo has been managed by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas since 1905. www.thealamo.org.  
The King William District 

The 25-block King William historic district, and Texas' first Historic Neighborhood District, is a wonderful collection of homes in Greek Revival, Italianate and Victorian style. 

Two homes open to the public are the Guenther House, which was built in 1860 and now includes a restaurant, store and museum, and the 1870s era Steves Homestead, which is now a museum showcasing this historic home.. www.kingwilliamassociation.org.

Tower of the Americas 

The 750-foot-tall Tower of the Americas has breathtaking views of the city from the observation deck and the chance to dine in its revolving restaurantand bar. www.toweroftheamericas.com 

SeaWorld San Antonio

SeaWorld San Antonio, the world's largest marine life adventure park has 250 acres of marine based shows, thrill rides, animal attractions a water park. www.seaworld.com/sanantonio
Six Flags

Six Flags Fiesta Texas is a theme park focusing on the Texas culture on 200 acres in San Antonio. www.sixflags.com/fiestatexas 

Austin 

Texas Capitol and Capitol Grounds

The Texas Capitol is a fine example of late 19th century public architecture and is widely recognised as one of the USA’s most distinguished state capitols. It was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1970 and designated a National Historic Landmark in 1986 for its "significant contribution to American history." www.tspb.state.tx.us 

Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum 

Three stories of interactive exhibits showcase Texas history. www.thestoryoftexas.com 

Blanton Museum of Art 

The nation’s largest university-owned collection is housed at the Blanton
Museum of Art.  Specialties are European masters and modern Latin- American artists. www.blantonmuseum.org 

Austin Overtures 

This 90-minute sightseeing tour gives a great overview of not only downtown, but also of the beautiful hill country just outside of Austin.  It departs from the Austin Visitors Center three times daily. www.austinovertures.com
Umlauf Sculpture Garden
USG showcases the work of former UT professor Charles Umlauf, whose statues and sculptures of animals, families, religious figures and mythological characters can now be found throughout the nation.  Umlauf Sculpture Garden is a real hidden gem in Austin… very highly recommended. www.umlaufsculpture.org
The Broken Spoke

The Broken Spoke is a Texan dance hall par excellence playing traditional country music by ‘real’ country musicians. www.brokenspokeaustintx.com
The Continental Club

The Continental Club, the granddaddy of Austin music venues has nightly performances by local and touring acts.  www.continentalclub.com/austin.html 

A place to stay

The media contacts listed in Key contacts (above) will be pleased to advise on establishments happy to provide accommodation to journalists on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

The Alliance recommends : 

Austin 

The InterContinental Stephen F. Austin 

Affectionately known as the "Stephen F" by native Austinites, the InterContinental Stephen F. Austin has been part of the city scene for more than 60 years. A central location three blocks from the Capitol puts you within walking distance of the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum, the University of Texas and the Town Lake Hike and Bike Trail. 

www.ichotelsgroup.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/austin 

San Antonio

The Watermark Hotel and Spa

The Watermark is the only Mobil Four-Star Hotel and Spa in San Antonio. Situated on the River Walk. It Condé Nast Traveler gold list winner (2008) and listed by its readers'  in the top 100 hotels in the world. It is also an AAA Four Diamond award winner (2008).

www.watermarkriverwalk.com 

Houston 

InterContinental Houston

InterContinental Houston is just a block from the 464,515-square-metre (5,000,000sf) Galleria and minutes from the Museum District, the Theatre District and historic Hermann Park.


www.ichotelsgroup.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/houston 

Getting to Texas

By air

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport (DFW) and Houston's George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH) are the international hubs for the state. 

Guide books

The following travel publishers have guidebooks to Texas and will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies.

The following major travel publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies of their publications including those published on Texas.

Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance

The Alliance

 

The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.

 

You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.


Alliance services in brief

 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations

AllWays 

 

AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.

 

The AllWays package 

AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   

· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 

· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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